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THE GIFT OF PRAYER 

Do you pray? Do you pray often, or only occasionally? Is prayer important to you? 

I ask you these questions because prayer and praying are essential for your life of faith.  Like a breath to the      
human body, prayer makes the spirit live.  Without it, faith dies.  On the other hand, person who prays grows in 
spirit and life. 

Prayer is a gift of God.  “Gift” is good word to describe prayer, because praying is not something we can do of   
ourselves.   “We do not know how to pray as we ought,” scripture says. Prayer is a gift God must give. God gives 
that gift generously to all.  So we need to receive that gift and enjoy using it. 

Why does God give the gift of prayer? The main reason is because of God’s love for us.  God looks for intimacy 
with us.  How strange that sounds! God, all-sufficient, all powerful, all-knowing, wishes to draw close, to communi-
cate, to speak to us, to seek our response, to hear our prayer.  It may seem unbelievable, but it is true. 

At the same time, by praying we fulfill the desire we have as human beings to know God.  After all, we are made in 
God’s image.  Something in our being thirsts for intimacy with God.  That thirst is described. 

May we use this Lenten season as a time of worship and prayer.  Please use Psalm 18, 31, and 51 as your      
prayers for lent. 

Peace,  Pastor Nirmala Reinschmidt 

National Day of Prayer Service - May 4 - There will be an ecumenical national day of prayer   

service including Global, national, state and local leaders on Thursday, May 4th at 6:30pm, most likely at CLC. If 

you are willing to help with the service please contact Pastor Steve.  

 
Romans 8:14-17 - For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15 For you did not receive a 

spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 it is that 

very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs: heirs of God and 

joint heirs with Christ, if we in fact suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.  

2023 Synod Assembly - Flourish; Like trees planted by streams of water.  Saturday, May 6 

at the Mayo Clinic Health System Event Center, Mankato, MN.  Contact the church office by April 12 if interested in 

being a delegate. 
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Education/Youth 

Sunday School News - March 
If you are interested in volunteering or helping in the classrooms 

please contact Francine Kovash at fkovash@hotmail.com or 507-
951-2234.  

The lessons for March will be: 

3/5 - Simeon and Anna Wait for the Messiah - Luke 2:25-40 

3/12 - Jesus and the Rich Young Ruler - Matthew 19:16-30 

3/19 - No Sunday School - Spring Break 

3/26 - No Sunday School - Spring Break 

Offering collected during Sunday School and in the globe in the 

sanctuary from January through June will go to Lutheran Disaster 
Relief to assist in the Africa Drought crisis. July through Decem-

ber will go to the Channel One Food Shelf. 

Francine Kovash, Sunday School Coordinator 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study - The March Wednesday morning 
mixed Bible Study will be taking a chapter a week on the Gospel of Matthew,     
covering Matthew 5-8 which is the sermon on the mount, beginning March 8. We 
will discuss a chapter each week. This year most of our gospel readings are from 
the Gospel of Matthew so this should help us come to a deeper understanding of 
Jesus’ teachings in the gospel.  Pastor Nirmala will lead the study on March 1 on 
James chapters 4 and 5. 

Sunday Morning Video & Discussion in Choir 
Room - This video series is an invitation to search, question, and join 

the discussion.  After the 11-14 minute video, there will be a 10 minute 
discussion.  Please join us in the choir room from 9:20-9:45. 

Mar 5 - Today (living in the present and appreciating the past); Mar 12 - 
Name (appreciating ourselves);  Mar 26 - Open (Understanding prayer) 

Men’s Bible Study - We will meet the first Saturday of each 

month at Otto's bakery on March 4, April 1 and May 6 at 9:00 and finish 
before 10:00. We will have a discussion from the Bible for these first 
meetings. All men are welcome!  Pastor Steve is leading this group. 

Bible Camp Scholarships - Looking for something fun this 

summer?  Consider attending a Bible Camp.  There are day and over-

night options available at Good Earth Village, Camp Victory, and Camp 
Omega.  CLC will pay 60%, up to $225, for registration fees with Good 

Earth Village, our congregational supported camp.  For other Christian 

Bible Camps we will pay 50%, up to $225 or 1/2 of the camp cost, 

whichever is less.  Bible Camp Scholarship forms are on the kiosk or 
website http://www.clcbyron.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/

Biblecampedcom.pdf.  Scholarship applications are due May 31, 2023. 

Remind Texts for 
Sunday School -   
Parents can now sign up for 

Remind texts for Sunday 

School by texting @clcriv to 

81010.  Contact Francine 
Kovash with questions.  

www.remind.com/join/clcriv 

Confirmation News - March 
2023 - The Confirmation class now   

enters the Lent season. It is required for 

each student to attend Wednesday Lent 

services. In addition, each class will 

have assigned tasks to help with 
Wednesday nights. Each week a class 

will help with the service (reading and 

acolyte), one class will help with the    

set-up/serving of the soup/sandwich  
dinner and one class will help to clean 

up. Have your student connect with their 

mentor on the schedule. 2nd year       

students need to start working on their 
Faith Statements which are due to their 

mentors on April 2. Excerpts from their 

papers will be read during the sermon 

on Confirmation Sunday, which is April 
23. For questions, contact Dani  Esser at 

esser.danielle@mayo.edu.  

Pizza and Puzzle Contest 

The Education Committee is sponsoring a puzzle contest on Friday, March 10th 

for groups of all ages!  We will be having pizza at 5:30pm with the puzzle fun 

starting at 6pm.  There will be 500 piece puzzles for family or friend groups of 4-6 

to put together.  Non-members are welcomed to join us as well.  We will have 
child care provided by our Confirmation students for younger family members if 

needed.  To register:  www.signupgenius.com/go/10c044dabae2ba7fb6-christ#/ 

 

mailto:fkovash@hotmail.com
http://www.clcbyron.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Biblecampedcom.pdf
http://www.clcbyron.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Biblecampedcom.pdf
mailto:esser.danielle@mayo.edu
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Youth 

 Good Earth Village - Good Earth Village, our congregational supported 

camp, is offering traditional summer camp: overnight youth camp, day camps, and 
intergenerational camps.   Goodearthvillage.org  

2023 Mission Trip - All 15 spots are filled!  We will be traveling to Benton 

Harbor, MI from June 25-30, 2023. The final payment of $125 is due April 1st. 

Mission Trip Shares - Mission trip shareholder forms are on the kiosk. 
Shares are $25 and help cover youth and chaperone expenses for the mission trip. 
You can purchase as many shares as you want. There will be a shareholder 
presentation following the trip. 

Lenten Soup Supper - The traditional Lenten Soup Supper is back!  Our 
Confirmands will serve delicious soups, grilled cheese sandwiches, and desserts 
from 5 - 6pm on Wednesdays from March 1-29th. The soup suppers are a free will 
donation supporting Youth Bible Camp and Mission Trip expenses.    

Senior Recognition Sunday - High School senior recognition Sunday 
will be held on May 7th.  A reception with cake will be at 9am with recognition at 
the 10am worship service.  Your CLC church family congratulates you on complet-
ing another important milestone.  Families will be sent letters with details on sub-
mitting your bio and participating in the service.   Scholarships will be presented. 

Scholarship Opportunites - All scholarship applications can be found 
on the kiosk and are due in to the church office by Sunday, April 23.  Please submit 
scholarships individually in sealed envelopes marked with the scholarship’s name. 

Youth Committee Senior Scholarship - will award a $300 scholar-
ship to a High School Senior.  The scholarship is presented on Senior Sunday.  

Brenda Hallaway Scholarship - will award $200 to assist any person 
entering or continuing in an education program, to enhance their skills. \ 

George Jamsa Memorial Scholarship - will award $250 to a     
student who has contributed to the music ministry at CLC and who plans to        
incorporate music education while continuing studies beyond high school. 

Youth Group - Youth Group will meet for soup supper and attend worship 
together during lent.  Please join us in the youth room between 5-6 for our soup 
supper.  Contact Kristine Ihrke for more information.  Please join us! 

Cabin Fever - Feb 

Byron Fire Dept 

 

Palm Sunday French Toast Breakfast - April 2, 2023, 7:30 - 
noon. The Youth Committee is excited to host the Annual French Toast     
Breakfast featuring French toast, sausage, bananas, OJ, and coffee. Profits from 
this event sponsor CLC youth at Summer Bible Camp and the  
Mission Trip. Summer Bible Camp and Youth Mission Trip oppor-
tunities are wonderful experiences. Many of our youth attend   
summer after summer. What a great way to invest in our 
youth.  Mission trip youth and their families are expected to volun-
teer in the kitchen/dining room for this event. 

Silent Auction - Time to get creative!  The Annual Silent 

Auction will be held April 2nd from 7:30am to 11:30am.  The Youth 

Committee is requesting themed basket donations or homemade 

crafts for the silent auction at the French Toast Breakfast.  If you or 

your committee are willing to submit a themed basket or items to 
make up a themed basket, we would be most thankful.  Donations 

can be dropped off in the office or on April 1 from 9-11am.  Profits 

sponsor CLC youth at Bible Camps and Mission Trips.  



 4 

 

 

Fellowship/Outreach/New Member 

Card Making - Please join us at CLC on Saturdays, Mar 18, and Apr 15 for card making.  We will set up 

at 8am and craft from 9-noon.  Contact Joan Skare or JoAnn Brooks if you have questions. 

JOY Group - We are going to venture to Bridgette’s Café in Zumbrota for lunch on Tuesday, March 14.  
Please meet at CLC to carpool at 10:15am.  Bridgette’s has soups and salads.  Please join us!  Contact 
Sandy Erickson for details. 

Book Club - Book club will be meeting Tuesday, March 7th at 7:00. We will meet at church to discuss 
the book "This Tender Land".  Feel free to join our group if you are interested.  At the end of our meeting, the 
book for April will be distributed.   Contact Kristie Nelson for more information. 

Thank-Yous  

Souperbowl Sunday Collections - Thank you for your cash donations to Channel One and food donations 
for the Salvation Army!  We collected $241.50 in cash which will be sent to Channel One. 

I want to thank the ladies that filled the baskets with all the goodies and also the warm shawl.  You are some 
very thoughtful and kind ladies.  Thank you very much.  -Ardys Glasrud 

Please thank your volunteers that deliver meals to my home.  It has helped with recovering from my illness.  
They are so kind and caring.  Thank-you.  -Janis Stadheim 

Thank-you to Carl Fugleberg and Prime Time Painting for the recent work on the altar area. 

Thank-you for the many months of prayers on my behalf.  Presently, things look positive as I have completed 
all recommended treatments.  Your prayers and concerns have been greatly appreciated throughout this long 
process.  Thank-you again!  -Rob Larson 

Movie Time – Movie Time is coming back on Sunday, March 12 at 2pm!  Movie titles will be 

posted on the kiosk.  Please join us in the theater room while we watch a family friendly movie.  

Open to all ages. 

Meals on Wheels - Help is needed for the month  of March.  If interested please contact 
Sandy Erickson at 507-259-2321.  We deliver meals to Byron residents Mon - Fri. 

Salvation Army Food Collection - CLC collects food in the blue barrel by the front door for the 
Salvation Army.  Thank you for your donations.  

Family Promise - IHN - Volunteers Needed - Volun-

teer options are: overnight volunteer, evening engagement, life skills. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4FA4AA22A3F94-

volunteer1   To sign up for "Feed A Family",  https://

www.fprochestermn.org/feed-a-family 

New Member Sunday - We recognized our new members on 

Sunday, January 29 at a reception with cake and during the 10am 

service.  Please welcome: Carolyn Lewis; Jeff Bell, Matt; Ted & Sara 

Fairclough, family; Johanna & Matt Hewitt, family; Zach & Alyssa   

Kovash, family; Brandon & Ashley Mehrkens; Justin & Kellie Glasrud; 

Chad & Mackenzie Hicks, family 

Ladies Luncheon - We are pleased to share that we will be hosting the Ladies 

(formerly called Mother/Daughter) Luncheon this year.  The event will be held on      

Saturday, April 29th from 11am-12:30pm at the church.  This is a chance for the ladies 

of our church and their guests to enjoy each other's company and celebrate all we 
do.  The event will include lunch and entertainment.  Mark your calendars now and stay 

tuned for further details. 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Tuop4ddbwH8zsmhxydmlifZSlK1fVksNGWkUkO_JEi95Jfjxbq9AQFHBGsGM9ki_kSsmbycp2Q2cqr_d74DJjfmZVWyieXSBlxPYCm3Z8e--8X9h5DBgyJ0wEXS1va-SeEG7FfWe2LUZmxdo4y9Uj_13Sx3jxz8O4YG-sSQl3qmat_Xly7Yf2bljRH1jjrTVNDpc9WX-c7k=&c=usB2forcUBv5A5q1P8O8
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Tuop4ddbwH8zsmhxydmlifZSlK1fVksNGWkUkO_JEi95Jfjxbq9AQFHBGsGM9ki_kSsmbycp2Q2cqr_d74DJjfmZVWyieXSBlxPYCm3Z8e--8X9h5DBgyJ0wEXS1va-SeEG7FfWe2LUZmxdo4y9Uj_13Sx3jxz8O4YG-sSQl3qmat_Xly7Yf2bljRH1jjrTVNDpc9WX-c7k=&c=usB2forcUBv5A5q1P8O8
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Tuop4ddbwH8zsmhxydmlifZSlK1fVksNGWkUkO_JEi95Jfjxbq9AQJhoSLCEgQ0UB-Vsljy5H4dCpHQNaQlNhPhK65CiQTIsEF13R6nNRBOX4lHfQEH4pynYQZtmADWNUDrhs12Az0Vkg4uPJSRkLdwuF2aJXi5yGZWkydHa0_o=&c=usB2forcUBv5A5q1P8O8XXOXcuaEJhQY9Lr6UA6vs1mNA9IqcuLC
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Tuop4ddbwH8zsmhxydmlifZSlK1fVksNGWkUkO_JEi95Jfjxbq9AQJhoSLCEgQ0UB-Vsljy5H4dCpHQNaQlNhPhK65CiQTIsEF13R6nNRBOX4lHfQEH4pynYQZtmADWNUDrhs12Az0Vkg4uPJSRkLdwuF2aJXi5yGZWkydHa0_o=&c=usB2forcUBv5A5q1P8O8XXOXcuaEJhQY9Lr6UA6vs1mNA9IqcuLC
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Lenten Season/Worship 

2023 Lenten Soup Suppers - CLC will be returning to the tradition-

al soup suppers this year with the committees providing the soups and bars/

cookies for the meals that the youth will serve.  The soup suppers will begin 

on Ash Wednesday, which will be on March 1, and continue weekly on 
Wednesdays through March 29.  The soup suppers are a free-will donation.   

Below is the schedule for committees providing food for the soup suppers: 

March 1  Education 
March 8  Church Council 
March 15  Altar/Memorial/Wednesday AM Bible Study 
March 22   Evangelism/Stewardship 
March 29  Building & Grounds/Youth Committee 
 

If you find you do not have enough members of your group who are able to 

donate soup and/or bars, please contact Martha Gehrking.  Help will be 

found for you.  Each weekly committee group needs to provide the following 

totals: 7 containers of soup, 5 quarts or more ; 7 pans of bars or cookie 
equivalency---kids’ kinds are great.   

The food needs to be at the church by 4:00 PM.  If you plan to drop off your 

soup cold before noon, please bring to the kitchen by noon and plug it in.  If 

you bring it hot, 4:00 PM is fine.  Serving by the confirmands is from 5:00-
6:00 PM so the soup needs to be hot and ready to serve then.  The Lenten 

service starts at 6:30 PM.  The confirmation classes will set up and clean up.  

ln return, the money raised will help support the youth attending summer   

Bible camp and the youth mission trip.   

During this time of Lent, may we all enjoy our fellowship together, support our 

youth, and renew our spirit of Christ the Lord and Risen Savior.  Contact  

Martha Gehrking, Worship & Music Chair, with questions.  Home: 775-6174               

Email: tgehrking@citlink.net 

Family Promise Stuff - The Family Promise program has evolved.  

Families no longer spend 4 weeks a year at the church.  The program has a 

facility in Rochester that the families live at.  As a result, items that CLC used 

to support the families staying at the church are no longer needed.  The    

following items are for sale or give away, with proceeds going to support 

Family Promise, Rochester.  Items were purchased by funds donated or giv-

en to the Family Promise Program at Christ Lutheran. All $$ amounts listed 

are suggested donations. 

(5) Oil filled space heaters with roll over protection (used) - $20 each 

(13) New air mattresses in the box.  Twin size 16 ½ inch with plug in com-

pressor.  All mattresses were purchased from Shopko when they had their 

‘Going out of business sale’.   $25 each  

(10) Used twin air mattresses. Same description as new mattresses. $5 each  

(3) New Twin Mattress Pads for air mattresses  $10 each  

(15)  Used Mattress Pads for air mattresses  Give away 

(4)  Like new desk lamps w/shades and bulbs  $5 each  

(2) Used Pack and Plays  Give away 

(1)  Ten pack LED Flashlights w/batteries  (Like new) $10 for everything 

Other give away items such as griddle, blender, 1st aid kits, toys, videos, etc. 

Items will be available for purchase or pick up on Palm Sunday or earlier through the church office. 

Lenten Series - “Stories of 

faith” will be the theme of our 

Wednesday evening Lenten wor-

ship services for the 4 Wednesdays 

after Ash Wednesday and before 

Holy week. We will be using Holden 

Evening Prayer for the liturgy. 

We have 4 members responding to 

some of these questions: 1. How 

God got you through a difficult time. 

2.How faith is helping you get 

through a difficult time. 3. How your 

faith makes a difference at work. 4. 

Key chapters/moments or people 

that helped you grow in your       

relationship with God. The four 

members sharing are Matt          

Petersen, Sue Briske, Kristine     

Ihrke, and Sandy Erickson.  

Ash Wednesday & Lent 
Offering The Ash Wednesday 
offering will go into regular giving in 
the general account. Offerings from 
the five Wednesday night Lenten 
services will be sent to Channel One 
unless it is placed in your Sunday 
offering envelope.  

Lenten Devotional 
Booklets - Copies are availa-

ble on the table by the office or on 

the website:  www.clcbyron.org/wp-

content/uploads/2023/02/

DevotionalBooklet2023.pdf 

Holy Week 

Maundy Thursday - April 6, 6:30pm 

Good Friday - April 7, 6:30pm 

Easter Sunday - April 9,  

   8 Traditional; 10 Contemporary 

Easter Altar Flowers - 
To beautify the sanctuary for Easter 
Sunday, the altar committee will be 
ordering lilies and mums from    
Houston Greenhouse. Order dead-
line is Sunday, March 19.  Prices 
are: Lilies: $12.50; Mums: $14.00.  
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Worship/Stewardship 

CLC Council Meeting 2/21/23 - minutes 

not available at time of printing. 

Resources to Consider... 

Some books and resources to understand the Bible. 

These past two years I have used https://

bibleproject.com/explore/ to help teach confirmation 
class. These videos are designed for adults and have 

very good background and are able to say a lot in 

around 10 minutes. They are free and as good as any 

I have found on the bible and on Bible Themes. There 
are individual videos on each book of the bible with 

some books of the Bible having two or three videos.  

Jill and I recently went to the movie “Jesus Revolu-

tion” In the 1970s, Lonnie Frisbee, Chuck Smith, Greg 

Laurie and a sea of young people descend on sunny 
Southern California to redefine truth through all 

means of liberation. Inadvertently, Greg Laurie meets 

a charismatic street preacher and a pastor who open 

the doors to a church to a stream of wandering youth. 
What unfolds is a counterculture movement that grew 

out of the Jesus people movement and continues to 

influence many churches today. 

Two easy to read thought provoking books are the  

“Purpose Driven Life” and “The Purpose Driven 

Church” by Rick Warren. They each have 40 short 
chapters so you can read one a day and think on it. 

Pastor Steve 

First Sunday Prayer Time - On the first 

Sunday of each month, Pastor Steve will be available 

for individual prayer and anointing (optional) at the 
altar railing.  Prayers could include physical or     

emotional healing for yourself or loved ones.          

Requests at the railing will be kept confidential. 

Thrivent Choice Dollars - You can direct your Thrivent Choice Dollars online or call 800-847-4836.  

When prompted, say “Choice Dollars” and continue with the prompts. Thrivent is no longer sending out emails 

indicating you have money to direct.  We received $565 in February in Thrivent Choice Dollars. 

Donations and Thank-You 

Thank you for your generosity and faithfulness.  Donation options      

include mailing in a donation to Christ Lutheran Church, 201 Frontage 

Road NW, Byron, online giving http://www.clcbyron.org/giving/, or  
dropping off a donation during church services or office hours.  

Worship Options at CLC  

 In-church worship with traditional style at 8am and contemporary style at 10am (communion offered the 1st 

and 3rd weeks of the month for in church and in car worship).  

 In-car worship on Sunday mornings at 8am & 10am in the parking lot on 87.9 on the FM radio 

 Watch the Live Streamed service at home using the following link:  https://www.youtube.com/

@christlutheranchurchbyronm10/streams 

Non-Member Donation Statements or Envelopes 
If you are a non-member that gives donations to CLC and would like  

a donation statement or regular envelopes, please contact the office. 

All Committee Meeting - Sunday, March 19, 9:05am  
For chairs of committees and secretaries, new and old, to reg-
ister keys to the church and learn how to post meeting minutes 
to the internet. We will gather in the fellowship hall. Thanks to 
all our committees for their work! 

Lent, A Time To Refocus 

Give up complaining—focus on gratitude. 

Give up harsh judgments—think kind thoughts. 

Give up worry—trust God to provide. 

Give up discouragement—be full of hope. 

Give up bitterness—turn to forgiveness. 

Give up hatred—return good for evil. 

Give up pettiness—become mature. 

Give up jealousy—pray for trust. 

Give up gossiping—control your tongue. 

Give up sin—turn to virtue. 

Give up giving up—persevere. 

https://bibleproject.com/explore/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/
http://www.clcbyron.org/giving/
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Christ Lutheran Church 
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Byron, MN  55920         www.clcbyron.org 

Office Hours:  9am - 3pm Mon - Thurs 

507-775-6646   office@clcbyron.org 

Worship Times 

8am Traditional Worship  

9:05am Sunday School 

9:20am Adult Ed 

10am Contemporary Worship 

LiveStream Worship 
Communion is the 1st and 3rd Sundays 

March 2023 

 

Contact Information 

Pastors can be reached by office phone 775-6646 or 

Pastor Steve 612-250-9724 or clcpastorsteve@gmail.com 

Pastor Nirmala 507-271-0348 or clcreinschmidt@gmail.com 

President, Mark Turany 507-259-3820 or mturany@charter.net 

2023 Communion Registration - Please register 

for communion once annually by writing your name on the com-
munion list on the registration table. 

Weather and Worship - If there 

is heavy snowfall/wind, please check 

KTTC, CLC Facebook page, or watch for 

an email from CLC for worship service  
announcements.  It is possible that the first 

service could be canceled and not Sunday 

School or the 2nd service. 

Sunday Morning Treats are 
Needed - Please provide treats for    
fellowship time during the months of March 
and April, if your last name starts with       
F - J. Please donate a batch or 3 dozen 
cookies/bars.  15 dozen are needed for 
each Sunday.  Help is needed with set up and clean up after fellowship time.  If      
interested, contact Sandy Erickson at 507-259-2321, who coordinates this project. 

Prayers of the Church  - Please 

pray for Bonnie Poulter, Rosalie Borgschatz, 
Harriet Douglas, Cindy Wiebusch, Eric Bisping, 
and Jim Gronvold. 

Time & Talents (Volunteer Opportunities) 

can be left in the offering plates or update online 
at www.clcbyron.org/time-talents/ 

Attendance 

DECEMBER 2022 
 

JAN 2023  In Person   In Car 

Weekly Avg         151          0 

2022 Jan Avg        92     5 total 
 

FEB 2023 In Person   In Car 

2/5/2023      194           0 

2/12/2023      176           1 

2/19/2023      158           0 

2/26/2023      137           0 

Weekly Avg      166 

2022 Feb Avg        139   8 total               
          cars 


