Walks With Christ
March 2015
Christ Lutheran Church

WORSHIP SCHUDULE
March 1 ~ Second Sunday in Lent, Service 9:00am
March 4 ~ Soup Supper 5:00-6:00pm, Lenten Service 6:30pm
March 8 ~ Third Sunday in Lent, Service 9:00am
March 11 ~ Soup Supper 5:00-6:00pm, Lenten Service 6:30pm
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Wednesdays evenings during Lent following Lenten soup
suppers, we are using Holden Evening prayer liturgy and
guest preachers will focus on different parts of the Lord s
Prayer. Prayer influences the degree of intimacy we feel in
our relationship with God. God is always present, even
when we are unaware of His presence. Prayer is conversation with God;as we talk and listen we are reminded that
we are not at the center of the universe, God is. Prayer
deepens our awareness of God s presence in our lives and
in the world, thus helping us to be present for others.
Below are some quotes from Martin Luther on prayer.
∑
∑
∑
∑

The fewer the words, the better the prayer.
Pray, and let God worry.
To be a Christian without prayer is no more possible
than to be alive without breathing.
Ihave so much to do today that Ishall spend the first
three hours in prayer.

It might seem that the first and last quotes conflict with each
other. Yet, it s possible that our best prayer times are times
when we j
ust listen and are still before God. Be still, and
know that Iam God!Psalm 46:10.
A while back Iread the book The Practice of the Presence
of God by Brother Lawrence. Brother Lawrence was born
in 1605 in France. He was wounded at a young age in the
30 years war and became a Christian at age 18 by considering the miracle of a tree being reborn after the winter.
For many years he was frustrated with his faith and at the
age of 50, he decided to enter the Discalced Carmelite
monastery in Paris and was put in charge of the kitchen.
They didn t let him in as a regular monk or brother, they did
find a place for him in the kitchen. He did not like his j
ob
washing dishes and preparing food, but considered it God s
way of getting even with him for his pitiful life.
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One day in his self pity he realized that he was spending
too much time and energy focusing on his miserable situation and remembered the reason he came to the monastery
was out of his love for God. He decided to concentrate on
loving God in whatever he did.
Simple, yet not so simple, Brother Lawrence struggled with
thinking this way and he grew in the habit of ongoing
conversation with God. A moment by moment awareness of
God s presence throughout the day even in the disgusting
and menial tasks he faced. He did everything out of love for
God and found j
oy and fulfillment in the work which he once
considered miserable and his punishment.
His whole manner and attitude changed. Instead of a
whiner and a complainer, he was filled with j
oy. The other
monks who used to feel sorry for Brother Lawrence, noticed
this difference and wanted to know what happened. He told
them.
Brother Lawrence s life shows how God intends for our
relationship with Him to be - personal. We are the ones
who benefit when we live in conversation with God. May
your conversations with God help you become more aware
of His presence in your life and in the world.

LENTEN SER ICES
Visiting pastors will teach the meaning of The Lord s Prayer.
Date
2/18
2/25
3/4

Name
Rev Steve Rheingans
Rev Beth Perez
Rev Joel Xavier

3/11

Rev Dave Westlake

3/18
3/25

Chris Brekke
Rev Steve Rheingans

Church
Christ Lutheran Byron
Byron UMC
Kasson UMC
Pleasant Corners UMC
Dodge Center UMC
West Concord UMC
East/West St Olaf
Christ Lutheran Byron
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Topic
Intro to Prayer
Give us Daily Bread
Your Kingdom Come
Temptation/Deliverance
Our Father...
Forgiveness...
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HAROLD HOLTAN

Undesignated
Dave & Linda Grande

THE POWER OF PRA ER IS A A IN
The following people are in need of prayer:
Members of Christ Lutheran Church: None Submitted
Family, Friends and Neighbors: Regina Bottema,
Lari Lynn Miller, Scott Borchardt, Matt & Kristi Florek
and Family, and for all Service Men and Women

FIRST SUNDA PRA ER TI E
On the first Sunday of each month, Pastor Steve will be
available for individual prayer and anointing (optional)at the
altar railing. Prayers could include physical or emotional
healing for yourself or loved ones. Requests at the railing
will be kept confidential.

FEBRUAR ATTENDANCE
W
1st Sunday
2nd Sunday
3rd Sunday
4th Sunday

235
245
248
217

257
309
217
239

Total Atten.

945

1,022

Avg. Sun. Atten.

236

256
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Bill On His Own

A sequel to Bill , February s movie time.
Based on a true story Mickey Rooney portrays Bill a
40-year-old mentally retarded man with an I.Q. of 50 unable
to read or write living in the brutal rough and tumble of New
York City. He must learn the ways of the city or face going
back to the institution in which he spent a better part of his
life. Barry Morrow (Dennis Quaid)an amateur documentary
filmmaker befriends and enables Bill to learn about family
and true friendship.
The sequel Bill On his Own also starring Rooney continues
the tale of courage strength and understanding as the
generous and sensitive Bill becomes independent and
self-sufficient.

S
F

A
F

Secondhand Lions

A coming-of-age story about a shy, young boy named
Walter is dropped by his irresponsible mother Mae to
spend the summer with his wealthy, eccentric great-uncles
in Texas.
Later, Walter will find out his great-uncles'big secret. And
rumors say that Hub & Garth, Walter'
s great uncles, have
stolen much gold & money. (Some say they stole it from Al
Capone.) Did they really steal that money or not?
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We will meet on Monday, March 2nd at the church at
10:30am. Please come j
oin us for social time and to help
plan upcoming events. If there is something that you would
like us to plan, please bring your ideas forward.
On Friday, March 20th (the first day of spring)we plan to go
to the Hubbell House in Mantorville. We will meet at church
at 11:30am to rideshare.
On Thursday, April 23rd, we will drive to Preston to visit a
flower shop and have lunch at the Branding Iron. Watch for
more details on this event in the April newsletter.
Check out the Winter/Spring Community Ed brochure. Six
different trips are being offered;there may be one that you
and a friend may want to go on.
Senior Spring Brunch Come celebrate spring with friends
at the Byron Senior Center (City Hall)on Friday, April 17th,
from 11:00am 12:00pm. A festive brunch will be provided.
There is no charge, but you must pre-register by calling
775-2336 by April 10th. Hope to see you there!
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Contact: Julie at Otto s Bakery, 775-2778
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Is your family interested in gathering one Sunday evening
a month to get to know other families and to grow in understanding the Bible? Children will have play time together
while adults visit and discuss some of the Gospel lessons
covered in worship the previous month. We will also enj
oy
a potluck meal together.
Our first gathering was held on Sunday, February 22nd.
We had 6 families;12 adults and 13 children. Everyone
enj
oyed the bible study (playtime for the kids), fellowship
and meal.
Our next gathering is scheduled for Sunday, March 15th, in
the Fellowship Hall from 4:00-6:30pm. All are welcome to
attend! If you are interested or if you have questions, you
may email Sarah Johnson at sarahlouise717@ yahoo.com

IHN

FA IL PRO ISE

The next host week at CLC for the IHN Family Promise
program is April 19-26, 2015. Future training dates for new
volunteers have not been firmed up yet.
The people listed below would love to answer questions
that you may have about the program and how you can
help. We continue to need assistance with overnight hosts.
Please prayerfully consider helping with the program.
Bob & Karen Brekke
Jim Peterson
Elaine Meek
Dorothy Norman
Hertha Lange

775-6339
775-6128
775-2061
775-2950
775-6726
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Overall Coordinators
Driver Coordinator
Meal Coordinator
Overnight Coordinator
Overnight Coordinator

RI ER OF LIFE ~ Kaia Long, Coordinator
The 2014-2015 River of Life offering will be donated to two
causes this school year. The September through December offering will go to Channel One, which the Byron Food
Shelf benefits from and the January through May offering
will go to missionaries Matt & Kristi Florek who are giving of
their time and talents through SIM in Ethiopia as doctors. A
check to Channel One will be sent this month. The money
is sent in March because it is MN Food Share Month, which
Channel One participates in. This is an annual state-wide
food drive. Donations are matched dollar for dollar through
large corporate sponsorships. Therefore, the children s
offering of $727 turns into $1,454. Awesome j
ob CLC
children and families!
ROL L
March 1 Four Friends Help a Paralyzed Man
March 8 Jesus Heals the Blind Man
March 15 Jesus Teaches about Commitment
March 22 Jesus Clears Merchants from the Temple
March 29 People Rej
oice as Jesus Enters Jerusalem
The Sonbeams (Pre-3, Pre-4, Kindergarten and 1st grade)
will sing during the 9:00am service on March 8th.
All ROL children (Pre-3, Pre-4, Kindergarten through 6th
grade)will sing during the 9:00am Palm Sunday service on
March 29th. Following the service, please j
oin us for the
French Toast Breakfast, Silent Auction & Bake Sale in the
Fellowship Hall. Profits from this event sponsor youth going
to summer Bible Camp and/or on the Youth Mission Trip.
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CONFIR ATION ~ Tim Meek, Coordinator
Lenten Soup Suppers and Lenten Services will keep the
Confirmands busy through the month of March. Each of
the mentor small groups have been assigned duties on
alternating weeks.

Meal
Pre

March 4

Work:
4:30 5:45
Group: 6:00
Mentors:
Lori More &
Mark Turany
Mentors:

March 11
Mentors:
March 18
Nancy Heinz
March 25

Mentor:
Kris Black

Serving &
Cleanup
Work:
5:15 6:15
Group: 5:00
Mentor:
Tim Meek
Mentor:
Erin Fairchild
Mentors:
Lori More &
Mark Turany
Mentors:

Service /
Ushering
Work:
6:15 7:15
Group: 6:00
Mentors:
Nancy Heinz
Mentor:
Kris Black
Mentor:
Tim Meek
Mentor:
Erin Fairchild

Looking ahead to April and End-of-Year Dates:
∑

No class on Wednesday, April 1st during Holy Week.
Students should plan to attend the Maundy Thursday
& Good Friday services on April 2nd & 3rd at 6:30pm.

∑

The final 2 regular classes are April 8th and April 15th

∑

Year IIConfirmation Retreat

∑

Year IIConfirmation Rehearsal/Pictures Wednesday,
April 22nd at 7:00pm (Individual Pictures Time TBD)
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Saturday, April 18th

WELCO E CENTER HELPERS
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑

March 1st ~ Jill Rheingans
March 8th ~ Julie Hedlund
March 15th ~ Dick Bedney
March 22nd ~ Dorothy Norman
March 29th ~ Palm Sunday Breakfast, Silent Auction &
Bake Sale sponsored by the Youth Committee
April 12th ~ Wendy Schulz
April 19th ~ Tia Turany
April 26th ~ Jill Rheingans

If you would like to help out at the Welcome Center on
Sunday morning please contact Joan Skare at 990-8946.
She will be happy to include you on the schedule and
acclimate you to the duties.

BOO LO ER S LEA UE
March 2nd at 7:00pm. We will meet at the home of Sue
Briske, 508 10th Ave SE, Byron. For March, we are reading
Me Before You. If you need directions, please call Sue at
269-3260.
Book League meets the first Monday
of each month at 7:00pm in individual
homes. All are invited to attend. You
can come to all or j
ust a few. It is up
to you. If you have questions you may
call Dorothy Norman at 775-2950.
March ~ Me Before You, by Joj
o Moyes
April ~ The Storyteller, by Jodi Picoult
May ~ The Year We Left Home, by Jean Thompson
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SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
B

H
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The Brenda Hallaway Memorial Scholarship
will award $200 to assist any person entering or continuing
in an educational program. His/Her goal should be to
enhance his/her skills. Applications can be found on the
kiosk in the narthex. Please submit your application in
an envelope marked Hallaway Scholarship to the church
office by Sunday, April 26, 2015.

S
Applications are available on the kiosk in the narthexto
students who have contributed to the music ministry at
Christ Lutheran and who plan to incorporate music education while continuing studies beyond high school. The
application deadline is Sunday, April 26, 2015. Please
return your completed application to the church office in
an envelope marked Jamsa Scholarship .

C

S

All 2015 graduating seniors, who are
members of Christ Lutheran may apply
for this scholarship. Applications are on
the kiosk in the narthex. Please enclose your application in
a sealed envelope marked Youth Committee and submit to
the church office. All applications are due by Sunday, April
26, 2015.
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NEWS ~ Justine Schneider

The CLC HS youth group met twice in February. The group
has grown to sixyouth! We have been discussing the
Zombie Apocalypse, a youth centered bible study. The
next meeting dates are Wednesday, March 4th and
Wednesday, March 18th. Both starting at 7:00pm in the
Youth Room.
OUTH

CO

ITTEE

~ Tami Schneider

Support the youth as they will be traveling to Benton
Harbor, MIthis summer for a mission trip. Purchase a
mission trip share or more and enj
oy a Spaghetti Dinner
with all the fixings. Mark your calendar for Sunday, August
9th at 5:30pm. The youth will share information about their
trip by sharing their experience and with a power point
presentation. It will be an evening of fun and fellowship.
Look for information on the kiosk in the narthex.

DEFIBRILLATOR TRAININ
Do you have what it takes to be a Super Hero? If you are
not certain, come to our training on March 12th.
Training for the Automated External Defibrillator (AED)will
be held at Christ Lutheran Church on Thursday, March 12th
at 7:00pm. A 20-minute video will be shown along with
hands-on training with the new training model. Please plan
for a 1-hour session.
If you are part of a small group or committee and would
prefer the opportunity to have training offered at your
meeting time, contact Candee Ostreng at 775-2055 or at
costreng@ yahoo.com to set up a time for your group.
Come j
oin us as we prepare to become Super Heroes!
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LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS
The soup suppers began on Ash Wednesday, February
18th, and will continue weekly on Wednesdays through
March 25th. The soup suppers are a free will offering.
Below is the schedule for the Lenten Soup Suppers.
March 4
March 11
March 18
March 25

Church Council
Altar, Memorial and Thursday Bible Study
Evangelism and Stewardship
Building & Grounds and Youth Group

I
C

H

Please assign members of your group to bring the following:
∑ 6 containers of soup, 5 quarts or more
∑ 6 pans of bars, kids kind are great
The confirmation classes will provide all other food items.
The food needs to be at the church by 4:00pm. (If your
soup is cold please bring by noon, if hot by 4:00pm is fine.)
The confirmands will serve from 5:00-6:00pm. The Lenten
Service starts at 6:30pm.
The confirmation classes will do the set up and clean up.
In return, the money raised will help support the youth to
attend summer bible camp and/or on the youth mission trip.
During this time of Lent may we all enj
oy our fellowship
together, support our youth and be renewed in the spirit of
Christ our Lord and Risen Savior.
Please contact me with any questions.
Martha Gehrking, Worship & Music Chair
Home: 775-6174 ~ Email: tgehrking@ citlink.net
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BIBLE CA P SPONSORSHIP
Equipping all ages to love and serve God and people is
a priority at Christ Lutheran Church. In order to encourage
families to invest in Bible Camp for youth, we offer camp
sponsorships for youth currently in 1st through 12th grade.
Funds are made available through shared profits from the
Palm Sunday Breakfast, Lenten Soup Suppers and Youth
Leadership fund that is in the 2015 budget. Olmsted County
Chapter of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans also provides
supplemental funding with a youth fundraiser.
Bible camps provide a meaningful experience for young
people. Most young people remember the great times and
the learning experiences of camp for their entire life.
Parents have told us that they were amazed at the change
in their young person during the bible camp week. Many
different bible camp experiences are available including
traditional camp settings or other opportunities such as
biking, canoeing, backpacking, kayaking, horseback riding
or playing basketball. All are in a bible camp setting that
gives unique opportunity for spiritual growth.
The camp sponsorship program works as follows:
(1)Christ Lutheran Church will pay 60% , up to $225, of the
registration fee at Good Earth Village, our congregational
supported camp. Special rates apply.
(2)For other Christian Bible camps we will pay 50% up to
$225 or ½ of the camp cost, whichever is less.
(3)All applications made by May 10th will receive financial
support. If the total amount requested exceeds the funds
available, the amount of support will be reduced on a percentage basis. If funds are available, applications received
May 11th or later will be approved on a first-come basis.
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(4)All Christian bible camps are eligible for support. Camps
such as YMCA & sport camps will not be eligible because
they are not intentionally designed for Christian faith
development.
(5)
You may e-mail your
camp registration verification to clcchristine@ frontier.com
The church will send a check to the camp for the church s
portion. Reimbursements, if applicable, will be sent directly
to you from the camp.
6)For those with a financial need, assistance is available.
Please contact Pastor Steve.
(7)Sponsorships are available only for Christ Lutheran
Church members.
The Bible Camp Sponsorship Application forms can be
found on the church website at clcbyron.org or on the kiosk
in the narthex. P
.
A
S
If you have any questions, please
contact Christine in the church office.
Below is a list of popular camps that our youth have attended in the past years. You can go online to research camp
information and to register your child.
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑

Good Earth Village ~ www.goodearthvillage.org
Camp Victory ~ www.campvictory.com
Ironwood Springs ~ www.ironwoodsprings.com
Camp Ingham Okoboj
i ~ www.okoboj
i.com
Camp Omega ~ www.campomega.com
Camp Onomia ~ www.onomia.org
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The profits from this dual event help sponsor CLC youth at
Summer Bible Camp and/or the Youth Mission Trip.
Summer Bible Camp and Youth Mission Trip opportunities
are wonderful experiences for our youth. Many of our youth
attend summer after summer. What a great way to invest in
our youth;the future of our church!
Volunteers are needed! We ask that all campers and
mission trip youth and their families volunteer to help. Watch
for a sign-up sheet on the kiosk in the narthex. All supplies
are being donated by the youth committee.
Contact: Randy Holzat holzrandy@ hotmail.com or 475-2620

ATTENTION ALL CRAFTERS

CO

ITTEE

E BERS

The Silent Auction is fast approaching and donations are
needed...suggestions: crafts, quilting, homemade goods, gift
certificates or purchased items. Themed baskets are always
a big hit! Bring donated items to the office by March 25th.
Items should be marked with (1)item name, (2)value,
(3)donated by (tags are available in the office for your use).
Contact: Susan Holzat 4holzfam@ gmail.com

BA E SALE

NEW THIS EAR

Along with the fresh grapefruit that Christine will bring back
from Texas, we are adding baked goods or canned items.
Items will not be auctioned, but priced to purchase and go.
Donations may be dropped off at the church on Saturday,
March 28th from 10:00am to 4:00pm. Please consider this as
another donation option.
Contact: Christine Kunzat (507)696-4252
16
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Our goal is to raise 60 shares at $25 or $1,500 to help
cover expenses for the youth and chaperones. You may
purchase as many shares as you would like. The mission
trip youth and families will host a Shareholder Spaghetti
Dinner on Sunday, August 9th at 5:30pm. There will be a
power point presentation and the youth will share about
their experience. It will be an evening of fun, education and
fellowship. Purchase your shares today!
The youth and their families have already invested $125
towards their trip;we hope to keep their trip cost at $250
per individual.
To become a Shareholder use the form below, place in an
envelope (along with your check)marked Shareholder
and drop in the offering plate or bring it to the church office.
Please make check payable to Christ Lutheran Church.
Information will also be available on the kiosk.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - cut here - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Name __________________________________________
Address ________________________________________
Phone__________________________________________
No. of Shares ________ x $25 per share = $ ___________
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ABOUT BENTON HARBOR Southwest Michigan is an area
with miles of scenic shoreline, popular for boating and
fishing, thanks to Lake Michigan and the St. Joseph River.
These shores are also home to the city of Benton Harbor.
This is a city that once thrived because of its booming
industrial economy, however, there are some painful parts
to its story as well, particularly in relationship to its "twin
city" of St. Joseph. These two cities, separated by the St.
Joseph River, have seen significant conflict due to the
disparity between the two. St. Joseph is predominately
Caucasian, while Benton Harbor is predominately AfricanAmerican. The median household income in St. Joseph is
nearly three times that of Benton Harbor. This stark
contrast has led to racial tension and unrest at times, and
residents of Benton Harbor also face the struggles of
poverty and poor infrastructure and education. In the midst
of all of this, revitalization efforts are under way, and there
are many who are committed to seeing this community be
restored.
ABOUT THE CO UNIT E PERIENCE During a week in
Benton Harbor, Michigan the youth will partner with local
organizations to serve the city'
s youngest and oldest
residents, help to facilitate a Kids Club and assist with yard
work & painting homes. Many of the proj
ects come directly
from a local woman in the community who is well-known
and respected throughout Benton Harbor. Not only does
she help us find ways to serve, but she also helps Youth
Works participants learn the story of this community she
calls home. In the evenings your group will tour Water
Street glassworks and learn about the fine arts community
that continues to grow in Benton Harbor, experience local
BBQ, and experience the Lake Michigan beach. In addition
you will learn more about the community through a scavenger hunt, a local hip hop dance group that gives kids in the
community a positive outlet and hear the story of Benton
Harbor from a community friend.
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B RON NEI HBORS HELPIN NEI HBORS BNHN
Byron Neighbors Helping Neighbors provides volunteer
based services to help older adults stay in their homes.
Have you been looking for a chance to give back to your
community? If so, volunteer with Byron Neighbors Helping
Neighbors!
Our greatest areas of need are: snow removal, handy work,
and housekeeping. Volunteer by yourself, with a friend,
with your family, or with a group that you re a part of. There
is no minimum commitment level, j
ust let us know what
works best for you!
Sincerely,
Rachel Wiebold, LSW, BNHN Program Coordinator
rwiebold@ familyservicerochester.org or (507)218-3275

Monday

Thursday ~ 8:30am
Friday ~ Closed

4:30pm

Christine will be on vacation from March 11th 26th. Nancy
Hoegh will be in the office most mornings. Please call the
office before stopping in to make sure there is someone
available to help you.
If both Pastor and Administrator need to be away at the
same time, there will be a sign on the front door with time
of return as well as cell phone numbers in case you need
to contact one of them.
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ALTAR FLOWERS FOR EASTER
To beautify the sanctuary for Easter Sunday, the altar
committee welcomes donated lilies and spring flowers in
memory of ;in honor of ;or to the glory of God. You can
be a part of the Easter morning splendor by ordering your
flower through the church office.
Please leave the completed form and payment in the box
on the table outside the church office. Your flower may be
taken home after the Easter services. Acknowledgment will
be published in the Easter bulletin.
U
Extra forms can be found in the narthex.

Order Deadline: Sunday, March 15, 2015
Please Circle One:
Lily $10

Mum $13

Azaleas $18

Please Circle One:
In Memory of

In Honor of

To the Gory of God

Name: _________________________________________
_______________________________________________
Given By: _______________________________________
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TO REFOCUS

Give up complaining focus on gratitude.
Give up harsh j
udgments think kind thoughts.
Give up worry trust God to provide.
Give up discouragement be full of hope.
Give up bitterness turn to forgiveness.
Give up hatred return good for evil.
Give up pettiness become mature.
Give up j
ealousy pray for trust.
Give up gossiping control your tongue.
Give up sin turn to virtue.
Give up giving up persevere.

OFFERIN EN ELOPES
Please complete the information on your offering envelope.
Write the amount and the check number or mark the boxif
giving cash. Doing this helps the money counters.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The deadline for the April Newsletter is on or before
12:00 noon, Wednesday, March 18th. Please email your
article to Christine at clcchristine@ frontier.com

HO EBOUND HOSPITALI ED OR IN A CARE FACILIT
If you are homebound, moving to a nursing home or a care
facility, please call the church office. We will have Pastor
Jack contact you. If you re going to the hospital or are
hospitalized and would like a pastoral visit, please contact
Pastor Steve. The church office number is 775-6646.
22
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PARTNERSHIP WITH THE FLORE S
~February 16, 2015

Who is that eating Dr. Matt'
s flowers?! Monkey thief caught
red handed!We have these Colobus monkeys everywhere.
Spending most of the time hanging about in the trees,
sometimes crashing onto our roof, and sometimes stealing
goodies out of our garden!
B

~February 19, 2015

The baby s heart tones are down! Iyelled to my delivery
assistant. This baby needs to be born now!
We intervened and after another 30 seconds and with much
difficulty the baby s tiny premature body was finally born. A
boy. The body seemed to me lifeless: blue, breathless, with
only a feeble pulse and to me it seemed unreal, more like a
tiny doll than a baby. Immediately after a long second of
shock, our focus returned to helping this baby breathe.
Busi, pray! Icommanded to my colleague while Iprayed
out loud Waakayo nu gargara God help us! while
running the ambu bag. After 5 minutes of resuscitation, the
baby s color finally returned and he began breathing on his
own leaving both us and the mother exhausted and
drenched in sweat.
This was one week ago today. The mother had a problem
called severe preeclamsia which required us to induce her
labor at only 35 weeks, over one month early. In a lowresource setting such as this, a baby born any smaller than
this would have no hope of survival. After delivery the real
work began. This first-time mother has remained in our
inpatient room for the last week being closely attended to
and taught kangaroo care, how to keep a premature baby
warm, and how to express breast milk and feed by syringe
and bottle every hour around the clock.
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Despite our best efforts after 3 days he was only 1.9 kilograms and had lost nearly 17% of his weight, nearly double
what was expected. Feeling deflated, we regrouped, encouraged the mother, prayed with her countless times, and
we began setting our watch for every 60 minutes to stop our
work in the outpatient clinic to attend to her to show how to
feed and care for this baby. Finally he slowly began gaining!2.1 kg 2.18 kg 2.23 kg and 2.35 kilograms today!He has now regained his birth weight and we pray he
is out of the woods.
Today, visiting with the mother and her family in a crowded
room, we relived the traumatic delivery, and the difficult last
7 days of work. We discussed how this baby was born all
but dead, with little practical hope. In our desperation, God
intervened and saved this little one. Itold her in my broken
Oromo how God has plans for this eldest boy and for their
growing family. We told the parable of the lost sheep from
Luke 15 sharing with them how God s endless love for us
causes Him to do drastic things to restore relationship with
us. Please be praying with us that as this family prepares to
travel the 30 kilometers back home that they would come to
know this love.
Matt & Kristi Florek
Charlotte & Mercy
SIM PO Box127
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Picture: Even Mercy s small
hand dwarfs this tiny hand!
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ER

Saturday, March 8, 2015
10:00am
St. Luke s Episcopal Church
1884 22nd St NW
Rochester, MN 55901
(507)288-2469

BIBLE

UI

When the Pharisees
complained about the
noisy crowd praising God
as Jesus entered Jerusalem
on a donkey, what did he
say would shout out if the
people were silent?
A. The stones
B. The trees
C. The palm branches
D. The donkey

Answer: A (See Luke 19:40.)

SECOND ANNUAL FLEA

AR ET

The Second Annual CLC Flea Market, during Byron Good
Neighbor Days (BGND), is Saturday, July 18th. If you have
questions or suggestions regarding this event you may
email christlutheranevents@ gmail.com. Also, watch
upcoming newsletters for more information on how you can
get involved. All help will be greatly appreciated!
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DONATION OPPORTUNITIES
IL
OOLA ~ This program gives organizations an easy
way to earn cash! Simply save the caps and bag tops from
specially marked Milk Moola products. KWIK Trip, Inc. will
give us 5¢ for each cap and bag top we redeem and 10¢ for
each Glazers price oval from Glazers dozen or half-dozen
boxes of donuts that we redeem. Go to milkmoola.com, to
Frequently asked Questions for a complete list of eligible
products. A black and white milk can is in the office for your
caps and bag tops. This proj
ect supports the youth of our
congregation.

ALU INU CANS ~ The Youth Group is collecting aluminum
cans which can be put in the small storage shed next to the
garage. It is helpful to have your cans crushed. The profits
will go to the youth account to help with leadership development and sponsored youth activities.
CHANNEL ONE ~ There is a barrel in the narthexfor nonperishable food items. Cash donation are accepted and
can be used to purchase more food than you could
purchase in a store. Channel One supports our local food
shelf in Byron. Please, do not place expired foods in the
barrel.
POP T OPS FOR THE RONALD CDONALD HOUSE ~ There is a
wooden Ronald McDonald House in the office for your pop
tops.
PRINTER CARTRID ES ~ Please save all your used printer
cartridges and bring them to the church office. We receive
cash from Staples for recycling them. All money received
helps reduce the cost of office supplies used at the church.
CA PBELL SOUP LABELS BO T OPS FOR SCHOOLS ~ You
may bring to the church office and they will be given to a
collection site.
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COUNCIL

EETIN

INUTES

FEBRUAR

Present: Mark Turany, Julie Hedlund, Pr. Steve Rheingans,
Linda Danielski, Anders Long, Brent Hoegh, Joe Biewer,
Ryan Ostreng, LeAnn Bieber, Lori More, Joan Skare
Absent: Rebecca Ostreng, Lee Jacobson
The meeting was called to order by Mark Turany at 6:33pm.
Devotion and Prayer was done by Mark Turany.
Approval of Agenda A motion was made by Brent Hoegh.
Second by Anders Long. Motion carried.
Approval of Minutes A motion was made by Joe Biewer to
approve the January 13, 2015 minutes. Second by Brent
Hoegh. Motion carried.
Approval of Minutes A motion was made by LeAnn Bieber
to approve the February 1, 2015 minutes. Second by Linda
Danielski. Motion Carried.
T
R
Brent Hoegh reported that January
expenses exceeded income. Year-to-date income is
approximately $2,142 above last year but approximately
$7,038 below budget. Year-to-date expenses are approximately $1,224 below last year and approximately $3,358
below budget. Year-to-date income minus expenses is
($3,680).
C
L
S
Pastor Steve shared with
Council a leadership seminar coming up on February 22nd
at Trinity Lutheran Church. The seminar is called Council
As Leaders 2015 . If interested, contact Pastor Steve.
R
A
Mark Turany shared with the
Council that there was positive feedback from the congregation regarding the annual meeting.
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L
T
Pastor Steve read from the book
Courageous Leadership by Bill Hybels.
S
P
LeAnn Bieber reported that Evangelism Committee had a good first meeting. The committee is
interested in restructuring. The next meeting will be to determine the organization. The group would like a new name
because the work of the group will go beyond Evangelism.
Lee Jacobson has been reviewing communication software
and will have more to report next month. Julie Hedlund
brought up printing a banner for the front lawn for Easter
services. Leann Bieber moved that we have a banner for
Easter service printed. Ryan Ostreng seconded the motion.
Motion carried. Julie will contact Images on Metal in
Kasson to print the banner.
W
N
Mark Turany welcomed
Joan, Ryan and Tia to the council. The council thanked
Brent, Anders and Mark for continued service.
D
S
March - Brent
June - Linda
September - Ryan
December - Joan

:
April - LeAnn
July - Julie
October - Tia
January - Lee

May - Lori
August - Anders
November - Joe

R
P
Pastor Steve
reported that we are in the process of doing an inventory of
activities and volunteers. The Council agreed that once that
is complete, we will determine how to recognize all that we
do. Ideal time to recognize volunteers - Annual Meeting, All
Committee Meeting, End-of-School Year.
S
C
L
F
P
Mark Turany has
an updated estimate for the concrete work but we need an
updated estimate for the flooring. A motion was made by
Brent Hoegh to authorize up to $15,000 for the sanctuary
choir loft floor proj
ect. Lori More seconded. Motion carried.
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We will proceed with the concrete work and the selection of
flooring.
E
S
P
Jacob Heinz came to us with
interest in doing an Eagle Scout proj
ect for CLC. He needs
to complete the proj
ect by September 1, 2015. A motion
was made by LeAnn Bieber to approve Jacob s Eagle
Scout landscaping proj
ect, which includes fundraising for
the proj
ect. Joan Skare seconded. Motion carried.
Any remaining monies will be placed in the building fund.
Lori More made a motion to adj
ourn the meeting. Linda
Danielski seconded the motion. Motion carried. Meeting
was adj
ourned at 8:27pm.
The next meeting will be March 17, 2015 at 6:30pm. Brent
Hoegh will have devotions.
Respectfully submitted by Julie Hedlund, Council Secretary
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CLC STAFF
Pr. Steve Rheingans
Pr. Jack Friedli
Christine Kunz
Jane Cabaya
MarJean Damerval
Carl Fugleberg
Stephanie Fugleberg
Rose & Dave Gottschalk

Senior Pastor
Pastoral Assistant
Administrator
Organist
Choir & Handbell Director
Youth Band Director
Youth Chime Director
Custodians

CONTACT INFOR ATION
Church Office
Church Fax
Web Site
Pastor Email
Office Email

(507)775-6646
(507)775-2627
clcbyron.org
clcpastorsteve@ gmail.com
clcchristine@ frontier.com

CHURCH COUNCIL
Mark Turany
Lee Jacobson
Brent Hoegh
Julie Hedlund
LeAnn Bieber
Joe Biewer
Linda Danielski
Anders Long
Lori More
Rebecca Ostreng
Ryan Ostreng
Joan Skare

E BERS

President and Personnel
Vice-President
Treasurer/Endowment/Memorial/Altar
Secretary and Strategic Planning
Evangelism
Building & Grounds
Stewardship
Education
Worship & Music
Youth
Building & Grounds
Evangelism
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